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SUBJECT: GOZ NAMES AMBASSADOR TO CUBA 
REF: KINSHASA 2012 

1 . OFFICIAL NEWS AGNECY AZAP REPORTED MAY 5 THAT LUTUMBWE 
HAD BEEN NAMED ZAIRE S AMBASSADOR TO CUBA. ACCORDING TO AZAP, 
HE WILL ARRIVE AT POST IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. 

2. COMMENT: LUTUMBWE WAS ACTUALLY DESIGNATED AMBASSADOR 
TO CUBA IN 1974, BUT HE WAS NEVER SENT, NOR WAS ZAIRIAN EMBASSY 
EVER ESTABLISHED IN WAKE OF FORMAL OPENING OF RELATIONS. 
DECISION TO SEND LUTUMBWE AT THIS TIME IS FURTHER INDICATION 
OF GOZ DESIRE TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, 
NOTABLY CUBA AND USSR, SINCE WINDING-DOWN OF ANGOLAN 
CONFLICT (REFTEL). DURING WAR, GOZ-CUBAN RELATIONS, NEVER 
VERY CLOSE, REACHED ALL-TIME LOW BECAUSE OF HEAVY CUBAN 
INVOLVMENT IN ANGOLA. SUBSEQUENT MILD THAW REPRESENTS GOZ 
ADAPTATION TO NEW REALITY IN ANGOLA, AND PERHAPS 
TENTATIVE STEP TO RE-ESTABLISH CREDENTIALS IN NONALIGNED 
WORLD WHERE CUBA’S INFLUENCE APPEARS TO BE INCREASING. 
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